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American Sociology 

Perspectives , Problems, 
‘Methods 

TALCOTT PARSONS, editor 



How far has American sociology come to date and what directions is it likely to 
take tomorrow? Where do the principal problem areas of theory and research lie 
and which are the promising recent advances in methodology? 

These are some of the questions considered by twenty-four of America's lead¬ 
ing sociologists in this authoritative new stocktaking of the status of their pro¬ 
fession today. Under the editorship of Talcott Parsons, Professor of Sociology at 
Harvard University, who contributes an introduction and a concluding section, the 
volume is also intended to serve as a comprehensive introduction to sociological 
problems and methods. A partial listing of contributors and their subjects includes: 
Alex Inkeles, on Personality and Social Structure; Seymour Martin Lipset, on 
Political Sociology; Edward Shils, on The Macro-Sociological View of Society 
and Societies; Paul F. Lazarsfeld, on Measurement; Everett C. Hughes, on Work 
and Leisure; Thomas F. Pettigrew, on Race Relations in the U.S.; Charles Tilly, 
on The Forms of Urbanization; S. N. Eisenstadt, on Ideology and Social Change. 

$6.95 / $5.55 


Among 
The People 

Encounters with the Poor 

IRWIN DEUTSCHER and 
ELIZABETH J. THOMPSON 

editors 



The contributors to Among the People — sociologists, psychologists, educators, 
social workers, economists, physicians — all have one experience in common: they 
have each worked intensively with the chronically poor in our society. In this 
revealing volume, they draw on their firsthand knowledge of the life of the 
poverty-stricken — the welfare cases, the "unemployables" and the "uneducables," 
the ghetto residents, the alienated and "delinquent" young —to present a vivid 
portrait of how it feels and how it looks to be one of the "disadvantaged." 

The editors — respectively a Professor of Sociology at Syracuse University 
and the former Assistant Director of the Mental Health Information Program at 
Syracuse University — have conceived of this unusual work as a sourcebook of 
authentic documentation and helpful insights for all those concerned as profes¬ 
sionals and as citizens with a problem area of growing importance in today's 
America. $10.00 / $8.00 


Race Relations 

MICHAEL BANTON 

w 


"The best available work on race relations," is the judgment of Melvin M. Tumin, 
Professor of Sociology at Princeton University, on this newly published volume. 
"It combines an obvious excellent command over comparative materials from a 
wide variety of places and times with a very thoughtful and sophisticated theo¬ 
retical framework. It does what modern sociology is supposed to be doing when 
it is doing its best; namely, deriving a theory from a wide-ranging sample of 
empirical materials, so that the general statements of principles cover the range of 
human experience rather than reflecting the limited versions of these experi¬ 
ences derived from the study of one or two societies. It is both an excellent text¬ 
book and reader combined, easily accessible for the average undergraduate course 
in race relations. At the same time, it is sufficiently sophisticated to be the core 
book for a graduate seminar." 

"Banton's book," comments Sol Tax, of the University of Chicago, "is not 
simply a welcome addition to the few texts in use; it is the best one." $7.95 / $6.35 


First price shown is list price; boldface shows professional discount price. 

BASIC BOOKS, INC., PUBLISHERS / 404 Park Avenue South, New york, N. y. 10016 
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Revolution and 
Counterrevolution 

Change and Persistence 
in Social Structures 

SEYMOUR MARTIN LIPSET 


The Conflict 
Of Generations 


The Character and 
Significance of 
Student "Movements 


LEWIS S. FEUER 


One of the foremost figures in the field of political sociology here collects 
eleven of his major essays and articles, never before available in book form. 
Divided into four parts, this new volume by the distinguished Professor of Gov¬ 
ernment and Social Relations at Harvard University presents writings on: the 
methodology of political sociology; the analysis of value differences in Canada, 
Latin America, and the United States; the comparison of political cleavages in 
underdeveloped and developed nations; and the work and thought of three pioneer 
social scientists, Martineau, Ostrogorski, and Michels. In the course of the essays, 
Professor Lipset ranges over such subjects as the contrasting modes of moderni¬ 
zation in Europe and Asia, the role of religious beliefs in the emergence of 
political systems, the relation of declining social status to political "backlash" 
in our society — and provides a masterful lesson in the sociological uses of the 
comparative and historical analysis of politics. $10.00 / $8.00 


The phenomenon of student rebellion is the core of this searching 640-page vol¬ 
ume by the well-known Professor of Sociology at the University of Toronto. 
Professor Feuer subjects student dissidence to intensive descriptive and analytical 
study — and to a profoundly original theoretical treatment. First, he presents 
a comprehensive history of student rebel movements in Europe, Asia, and the 
Americas since the early nineteenth century. He then draws together a multitude 
of empirical findings in a fascinating new theory of student rebellion, grounded 
in what he sees as a recurrent conflict between the generations at times of major 













social transition. Taking lull account ot sociological and psychological factors, tne 

author formulates a theoretical statement which may well provoke controversy 
but which is certain to be regarded as an enduring contribution. $12.50 / $10.00 




People and Plans 

Essays on Urban Problems and Solutions 

HERBERT J. GANS 

In a volume as challenging and unsettling as any of his pre¬ 
vious works, the Senior Staff Sociologist at the Center for 
Urban Education turns a revealing spotlight on the field of 
urban planning. Applying basic sociological concepts and data 
in an examination of issues and practices, Gans criticizes what 
he sees as a preoccupation with physical order, efficiency, and 
appearance at the expense of individual and social needs. In 
twenty-nine stimulating essays, many hitherto unpublished and 
all appearing in book form for the first time, he ofTers his pro¬ 
posals for dealing positively with such problems as the in¬ 
equities of many urban renewal programs, white "fantasies" 
about black Americans, and the alleged monotony of suburban 
living. $10.00 / $8.00 


Social Class and Social Policy 

S. M. MILLER and FRANK RIESSMAN 

How can the knowledge and methods of the social sciences be 
made more accessible to those who actually man the outposts 
in the struggle for mental health and community action and 
against poverty? 

This is the question to which two New York University 
sociologists address themselves in a volume which draws upon 
their more than twenty years of firsthand experience with 
social workers, educators, and administrators in social planning. 
Through detailed discussions of actual poverty, mental health, 
and community action programs, the authors show how failure 
often results from inadequate acquaintance with or a resistance 
to sound social science methods for ascertaining community 
needs or individual behavior patterns. Finally, they propose 
concrete techniques for overcoming this serious and wide¬ 
spread problem. $7.95 / $6.35 


First price shown is list price; boldface shows professional discount price. 

BASIC BOOKS, INC., PUBLISHERS / 404 Park Avenue South, ‘New york, N. y. 10016 
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How far has American sociology come to date and what directions is it likely to 
take tomorrow? Where do the principal problem areas of theory and research lie 
and which are the promising recent advances in methodology? 

These are some of the questions considered by twenty-four of America's lead¬ 
ing sociologists in this authoritative new stocktaking of the status of their pro¬ 
fession today. Under the editorship of Talcott Parsons, Professor of Sociology at 
Harvard University, who contributes an introduction and a concluding section, the 
volume is also intended to serve as a comprehensive introduction to sociological 
problems and methods. A partial listing of contributors and their subjects includes: 
Alex Inkeles, on Personality and Social Structure; Seymour Martin Lipset, on 
Political Sociology; Edward Shils, on The Macro-Sociological View of Society 
and Societies; Paul F. Lazarsfeld, on Measurement; Everett C. Hughes, on Work 
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on The Forms of Urbanization; S. N. Eisenstadt, on Ideology and Social Change. 
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The contributors to Among the People — sociologists, psychologists, educators, 
social workers, economists, physicians — all have one experience in common: they 
have each worked intensively with the chronically poor in our society. In this 
revealing volume, they draw on their firsthand knowledge of the life of the 
poverty-stricken — the welfare cases, the "unemployables" and the "uneducables," 
the ghetto residents, the alienated and "delinquent" young —to present a vivid 
portrait of how it feels and how it looks to be one of the "disadvantaged." 

The editors — respectively a Professor of Sociology at Syracuse University 
and the former Assistant Director of the Mental Health Information Program at 
Syracuse University — have conceived of this unusual work as a sourcebook of 
authentic documentation and helpful insights for all those concerned as profes¬ 
sionals and as citizens with a problem area of growing importance in today's 
America. $10.00 / $8.00 


Race Relations 
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"The best available work on race relations," is the judgment of Melvin M. Tumin, 
Professor of Sociology at Princeton University, on this newly published volume. 
"It combines an obvious excellent command over comparative materials from a 
wide variety of places and times with a very thoughtful and sophisticated theo¬ 
retical framework. It does what modern sociology is supposed to be doing when 
it is doing its best; namely, deriving a theory from a wide-ranging sample of 
empirical materials, so that the general statements of principles cover the range of 
human experience rather than reflecting the limited versions of these experi¬ 
ences derived from the study of one or two societies. It is both an excellent text¬ 
book and reader combined, easily accessible for the average undergraduate course 
in race relations. At the same time, it is sufficiently sophisticated to be the core 
book for a graduate seminar." 

"Banton's book," comments Sol Tax, of the University of Chicago, "is not 
simply a welcome addition to the few texts in use; it is the best one." $7.95 / $6.35 


First price shown is list price; boldface shows professional discount price. 
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Modern Social Theory 


PERCY S. COHEN 
Dean of Undergraduate Studies and Reader in Sociology at 
the London School of Economics, Dr. Cohen has written an 
incisive introduction to theoretical sociology, in which he 
focuses on the relationships between systems and action ap¬ 
proaches in the explanation of social persistence and social 
change. Placing in perspective such classic writings as those of 
Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel, he also evaluates the 
contributions of contemporary sociologists concerned with the 
logic of social analysis. $5.95 / $4.75 



Explorations in Social Policy 


ALVIN L. SCHORR 
foreword by John W. Qardner 

What are the key elements — and how can they be combined 
- in a rational, comprehensive approach to the solution of such 
pressing social problems as slums, poverty, and delinquency? 
The articulate Deputy Assistant Secretary of Health, Educa¬ 
tion, and Welfare — author of the well-known Poor Kids — 
addresses himself to some of the most persistent and trouble¬ 
some issues in the field of social policy in this new volume 
of essays collected for the first time. $6.95 / $5.55 


International Systems and 
the Modernization of Societies 


J. P. NETTL and ROLAND ROBERTSON 

A provocative book has resulted from the collaboration be¬ 
tween the University of Pennsylvania sociologist and a member 
of the Department of Social Relations at the University of 
Leeds. The authors chart a new direction in the study of inter¬ 
national relations by applying certain unfamiliar aspects of 
sociological theory to societies in an international environment. 
With impressive detail and precision, they relate the changing 
structure of societies to their behavior in the international 

$5.95 / $4.75 


A Great Society; 


BERTRAM M. GROSS, editor 
foreword by Stephen X. Bailey 

Daniel Bell, Kenneth E. Boulding, Don K. Price, Hans J. Mor- 
genthau, and Herbert Marcuse are among'the twelve distin¬ 
guished scholars and social scientists who contribute to this 
wide-ranging inquiry into the bases of contemporary national 
policy and into its import for the' future course of American 
policies and action. "There is a very great deal here which is 
valuable, highly interesting and stimulating. . . . Not only sub¬ 
mits the Johnson administration's conception of the Great 
Society to the most rigorous scrutiny and analysis, but also 
thoughtfully and perceptively examines the philosophical tenets 
and claims of any Great Society . . . potentially a very im¬ 
portant book." — £. Berkeley Jompkins, Department of Ktis- 
tory, Stanford University $8.50 /$6.80 







BRAMSON and GEORGE W. GOETHALS, editors 
Now expanded by the addition of quite recent writings on the 
subject, this revised edition of a celebrated book makes once 
again available the thinking of leading sociologists, psycholo¬ 
gists and anthropologists on the causes of war. Contents range 
from such classic writers as William James, Herbert Spencer, 
and Sigmund Freud to contemporaries, including Erik H. Erik- 
son, Gordon W. Allport, Margaret Mead, Morris Janowitz, 
and Raymond Aron. Paperback edition available for classroom 
use. $10.00/$8.00 


SIR GEOFFREY VICKERS 
Social management and social regulation will become virtually 
impossible unless man can develop more appropriate and co¬ 
herent systems of concepts and values. This is the warning re¬ 
layed by one of Britain's most cogent thinkers on the subject 
of management in a penetrating new volume that attempts to 
apply modern concepts of communication and control to the 
problem of regulating human societies. $6.50 / $5.20 


The Sociology of American History 


RICHARD HOFSTADTER and 
SEYMOUR MARTIN LIPSET, editors 

This major new series of compact readers, jointly edited by a 
distinguished sociologist and a leading historian, is designed 
to advance the fruitful application of sociological methods and 
data to the analysis of certain types of historical problems. The 
first two volumes in the series are: 


Sociology and History: Methods 


A comprehensive survey of the varieties of sociological tech¬ 
niques employed by such well-known scholars as Digby Balt- 
zell, David Donald, Paul F. Lazarsfeld, Eric L. McKitrick, 
Samuel P. Hays, Stephan Thernstrom, and others. Paperback 
edition available for classroom use. $7.95 /$6.35 


Turner and the Sociology 
of the Frontier 


Here is a volume which places in sociological perspective the 
important ""Turner thesis." Among the contributors — so¬ 
ciologists and historians — who take part in this symposium: 
Stanley Elkins, Fred Shannon, Allan G. Bogue, George W. Pier¬ 
son, Everett S. Lee, and others. Paperback edition available for 
classroom use. $5.95 /$4.75 


First price shown is list price; boldface shows professional discount price. 

BASIC BOOKS, INC., PUBLISHERS / 404 Park Avenue South, 7Jew york, SV. y. i0016 

















The Logic of Survey Analysis 

MORRIS ROSENBERG 
foreword by Paul 7. Lazarsfeld 

In recent decades the sample survey has established itself as 
the basic research procedure in sociology. While there are a 
number of books available on research design and data collec¬ 
tion, this is the first book devoted exclusively to the logic and 
reasoning underlying survey data analysis. Written in simple 
non-mathematical terms and making abundant use of concrete 
empirical examples drawn from the experience of professional 
research investigators, this book is both an invaluable text and 
a useful guide for prospective researchers in the social sciences. 

$6.95 / $5.55 


Black Rage 

WILLIAM H. GRIER and PRICE M. COBBS 
The first volume to bring to bear the insights of modern psy¬ 
chiatry on the painful problem of the black man in America. 
The authors, both psychiatrists and both blacks, demonstrate 
— with extensive documentation from their clinical experiences 
with black patients, as well as from their own lives — that the 
prevalence and insidiousness of white racism burns deeply and 
early into the awareness of every black, male or female. With 
stunning impact, they depict the poisonous effects of prejudice 
on psychosexual development, on family relationships, on in¬ 
tellectual and social growth, and on the innermost self-image of 
the black. $5.95 / $4.75 


Israeli Society 

S. N. EISENSTADT 

The distinguished winner of the Maclver Award in sociology 
(for his Political System of Empires) now turns to a painstak¬ 
ing social analysis of contemporary Israel, focusing on a multi¬ 
plicity of problems that range from integration of the new 
immigrant to the political party system. $10.95 / $8.75 

Children, Poverty, and Family Allowances 

JAMES C. VADAKIN 
foreword by Daniel P. Moyniban 

The economist who helped frame the family-allowances bill, 
now pending before the U.S. House of Representatives, here 
reviLW^theriature; purposeKT^dinethodsof famiiy ^itowances 
in other countries, and proposes a viable system that could 
materially improve the welfare of children in deprived U.S. 
families. $6.50 /$5.20 

First price shown is list price; boldface shows professional discount price. 


The Uses of Sociology 

LAZARSFELD, SEWELL, and WILENSKY, editors $15.00 / $12.00 

The Sociological Tradition 

ROBERT A. NISBET $7.95 / $6.35 

Organizational Intelligence 

HAROLD L. WILENSKY $5.95 / $4.75 

Main Currents in Sociological Thought 
Volume One: TWontescfuieu, Comte, JMarx $5.95 /$4.75 
Volume Two : 'Durkheim, Pareto, Weber $6.50 / $5.20 

RAYMOND ARON 

Negro Social & Political Thought: 1850-1920 

HOWARD BROTZ, editor $12.50 / $10.00 
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A critique of past and ongoing programs of urban planning, as 
well as a stimulating discussion of the probable future direc¬ 
tions of the field, this major new work provides, in the words 
of Thomas F. Pettigrew, of the Department of Social Relations 
at Harvard University, ‘ r a basic and essential background for 
understanding the current crisis of American cities.” 

Among the contributors and their subjects*. Melvin M. 
Webber, on Comprehensive Planning and Social Responsibility; 
Robert Morris and Martin Rein, on Emerging Patterns in Com¬ 
munity Planning; Herbert J. Gans, on Social and Physical 
Planning for the Elimination of Urban Poverty ; Marc Fried and 
Joan Levin, on Some Social Functions of the Urban Slum; 
Alvin L. Schorr, on National Community and Housing Policy; 
Chester Rapkin and William Grigsby, on The Prospect for 
Stable Interracial Neighborhoods; Robert A. Dentler, on Bar¬ 
riers to Northern School Desegregation; Charles E. Silberman, 
on The Woodlawn Experiment; James Q. Wilson, on Citizen 
Participation in Urban Renewal; Eveline M. Burns, on Where 
Welfare Falls Short; Robert A. Dahl, on The Analysis of In¬ 
fluence in Local Communities; S. M. Miller, on A Typological 
Approach to the American Lower Classes; Robert M. Solow, 
on Technology and Unemployment; Bernard J. Frieden, on 
Toward Equality of Urban Opportunity; and Bayard Rustin, 
on The Future of the Civil Rights Movement. Paperback edi¬ 
tion available for classroom use. $10.00 / $8.00 


The Protestant Ethic and Modernization 

A Comparative View 


S. N. EISENSTADT, editor 

Though Max Weber's classic formulation of the role of Prot¬ 
estant values in the emergence of modern capitalism now dates 
back nearly seventy years, it remains one of the most influen¬ 
tial ideas ever advanced in the field of social science. More 
important, it continues to excite controversy — always lively, 
frequently impassioned and unfailingly fruitful. 

This latest volume by the eminent Professor of Sociology 
and Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at the Hebrew Uni¬ 
versity in Jerusalem brings together writings by other well- 
known sociologists, as well as pertinent contributions by 
political scientists and anthropologists. Professor Eisenstadt's 
intention, he explains, is to highlight the continuing relevance 
of Max Weber's seminal thinking for the contemporary un¬ 
derstanding of the modernization process. Toward this end, he 
has sought out major current writings that re-examine the 
Protestant ethic thesis in the light of contemporary sociological 
analysis, and those which apply the Weber thesis both to non- 
Western and Western societies as they exist in our day. 

Many theoretical and practical implications emerge from 
this new work which presents contributions by, among others, 
Herbert Liithy, Michael Walzer, Sidney A. Burrell, Charles 
and Katherine George, Robert N. Bellah, Michael Ames, and 
Clifford Geertz. Paperback edition available for classroom use. 

$ 10.00 / $8.00 
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